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1. Editorial 
In October 2009 nine partners from European 
countries Finland, France, Germany, Greece, 
Romania, Spain, United Kingdom and the 
associated partner Switzerland have 
established the project EUROPEAN MUSIC 
PORTFOLIO. 

The partners come from different institutions: 
universities, teacher training colleges, teachers’ 
organization, state authorities. 

We have been working on the products of this 
project for more than two years and we are 
very keen now to spread the results all over 
Europe and to reach all policy makers, experts, 
practitioners and stakeholders dealing with 
education of children, to disseminate the 
information, to valorize the results and 
exchange on good practices and common 
challenges in Europe and beyond. 

 This newsletter shall inform you about the 
partners, basic aims and products of the 
project. 

There will be a series of 5 more newsletters 
following within the next few months describing 
the products and their piloting results, about CPD 
courses and giving ideas how to spread the idea 
in education institutions. 

 

For further information please visit our website 
www.emportfolio.eu or contact us under 
info@emportfolio.eu . 

 

Ludwigsburg, 1st March 2012  

                  Adelheid Kramer 

 

 

 

2. The Basic Ideas 
From a very early age children make sounds, 
murmur, sing, move around and dance in a 
very natural way. They communicate in their 
“music language” which can be regarded as 
pre-verbal communication. As they get older, 
they develop their mother tongue using these 
pre-verbal musical elements. 

Brain research in recent years has confirmed a 
deep and profound relationship between music 
and language learning. Also, research indicates 
that small children are already capable of 
learning foreign languages. Moreover, 
listening, perceiving, imitating and creating are 
basic skills in both language and music. 

 The goal of the Comenius Project “European 
Music Portfolio: A Creative Way into Languages” 
is to integrate musical activities in primary foreign 
language education. This learning approach can 
reduce language barriers and help social 
integration. It can also nurture self-confidence 
and self-expression and improve intercultural 
understanding. 

The project will develop a European Music 
Portfolio to support early foreign language 
learning. However, a high emphasis is placed on 
the fact that integrating music and foreign 
language learning is based on an understanding 
of integrated learning in all subjects. 
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3. The Partners 
Landesinstitut für Schusport, Schulkunst und Schulmusik, Germany 
 
The Landesinstitut für Schusport, Schulkunst und 
Schulmusik (school sports, school art and school 
music) is part of the Ministerium für Kultus, Jugend 
und Sport (Ministry for cultural affairs, youth and 
sports) and is committed to organizing further 
education of teachers as well as all kinds of projects 
with schools, institutions and culture in the three 
subjects sports, art and music. 
The school music section plays a great role in 
managing projects with cultural organizations such as 
the operas houses in Baden-Wuerttemberg and the 

 orchestras of the Radio SWR and other institutions. 
Besides organizing many projects for schools, too, one 
major aspect is put on encouraging music in schools to 
enforce social and intercultural learning. 

 

www.kultusportal-bw.de 

   

Canterbury Christ Church University, Faculty of Education, United Kingdom 
 
The aims of the university are to enrich both 
individuals and society through excellence in higher 
and professional education. To do so it values an 
education which promotes: the whole person and a 
spirit of enquiry knowledge and skills that are used to 
the benefit of society, social and religious diversity, 
equality of opportunity, a friendly and caring 
community, an innovation and creativity. 
In the field of research the faculty of education has 
been running a longitude study on primary 
language learning.   

 The faculty offers the Primary Education programme 
as three year course, leading to an honours degree 
and a recommendation for Qualified Teacher Status 
(QTS). The age ranges covered are 3-7 years 
(Foundation Stage and Key Stage One) and 5-11 years 
(Key Stage One and Key Stage Two). 

www.canterbury.ac.uk 

   

Greek Association of Primary Music Teachers, Greece 
 
GAMPET aims at: 

• The improvement in music education 
• The development and recognition of      
    music teachers work 
• Scientific and professional growth of 
    musicians 
• Support of innovative application of 
    music education programmes 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
www.primarymusic.gr 

   

Helsingin yliopisto, Koulutus-ja kehittämiskeskus Palmenia, Finland 
 
Palmenia Centre for Continuing Education is part of 
the University of Helsinki, member of the League of 
European Research Universities (LERU). Benefitting 
from the University's broad foundation across a 
range of disciplines, Palmenia operates in diverse 
fields. Palmenia designs and provides tailored 
programmes as well as research and development 
services to meet the needs of business life and the 
public sector. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.helsinki.fi/palmenia 
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University of Edinburgh, Institute for Music in Human and Social Development, United Kingdom 
 
The Institute for Music in Human and Social 
Development brings together research and practice 
from a range of disciplines including music, 
psychology, informatics, sociology and medicine. The 
aims of the institute are: 
- To strengthen the theoretical and scientific basis 

of therapeutic, educational and social practice in 
music. 

- To support the development of methodologies 
for intervention in these areas. 

 - To be an active partner in the implementation of 
therapeutic, educational and social development 
programs related to music. 

- To investigate the complexities of musical 
intelligence and musical communication. 
 

 
www.music.ed.ac.uk/Research/imhsd.html 

   

Universitatea Ovidius Constanţa, Romania 
 
Ovidius University of Constanta, Romania is a state 
university. The departments involved in this project 
are Department of Romanian Language and 
Literature (Faculty of Letters) and Department of 
Performing Arts (Faculty of Arts). 

 

 
www.univ-ovvidius.ro 

   

Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Facultat de Ciències de l’Educació, Spain 
 
The Universitat Autonoma of Barcelona is a public 
university and has 40000 students and 3000 staff. 
The Faculty of Educational Sciences works in close 
contact with 280 schools, both infant, primary and 
secondary, in order to provide placement for 
teaching practice and research. Since 1995 the 
Faculty has participated 19 COMENIUS, 4 European 
networks, 4 European Master, MINERVA, 
GRUNDVIG, LEONARDO and 8 Intensive 
programmes among others. The Faculty promotes 
awareness and debate on intercultural 
understanding and new approaches in the teaching 
of European issues. 

 The unit of Music Didactics of this Faculty consists of 
26 professors, 7 of them are doctors. Since 30 years it 
is an important focus in teaching innovation and 
training in music education. Recently, the doctoral 
thesis and research works have developed new 
research approaches, influencing the music teaching 
and learning practices in a significant number of 
schools in the country. 

 
www.uab.es 

   

Pädagogische Hochschule Ludwigsburg, Germany 
 
There are approximately 4,500 students at 
Ludwigsburg University of Education; most of them 
are training to become teachers. The University 
offers a range of subjects for study, all of which can 
be studied on their own or combined with 
educational studies or classes on teaching 
methodology. 

 In addition, opportunities are provided for 
participation in teaching practice at the following 
school types: primary-level elementary school 
(Grundschule), secondary-level elementary school 
(Hauptschule), secondary modern school (Realschule), 
and school for special needs (Sonderschule). 

 
www.ph-ludwigsburg.de 
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IUFM Université Montpellier II, France 
 
Inherited from Normal Schools the IUFM is 
nowadays an internal school of the University 
Montpellier. Its mission is training institute for 
teachers of first and second degree. Students 
and trainees IUFM are formed on the principle 
of alternating between theoretical and practical 
training in the classroom. The structure is 
divided into 5 departments in the region. The 
IUFM is based in Montpellier, and there is an 
antenna at Nîmes, Mende, Perpignan and 
Carcassonne. The IUFM has two research teams 
in teaching and pedagogy. 

 The IUFM currently training around 3,000 students 
and trainees who are divided into thirty-two 
curriculums. At the end of their training, trainees 
become teachers of schools, colleges and high 
schools, or senior education.  

 
www.montpellier.iufm.fr 

   

Associated Partner: 
Pädagogische Hochschule der Fachhochschule Nordwestschweiz FHNW, Switzerland 
 
The University of Applied Sciences and Arts 
Northwestern Switzerland FHNW is a state-
accredited university of applied sciences: this 
unique concept in Swiss tertiary education is 
designed to meet professional needs in 
education, research and consulting. Situated 
amidst leading international clusters the 
FHNW's nine schools maintain close links with 
society, culture and industry: its high quality 
graduate, postgraduate and continuing 
education focuses on applied knowledge. 
Research and consulting activity is practice 
oriented. 

 We teach over 8'000 degree students and nearly 
40'000 participants in continuing education. We 
conduct over 550 research or consulting projects. We 
have 200 mobility partners. 

 
www.fhnw.ch/ph 
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