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Mus-ecology: enhancing creative thinking through the construction

of classroom-made musical instruments
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Creativity is like murder — both depend on motive, means and opportunity.
P. N. Johnson —Laird

People will be most creative when they feel motivated primarily by interest,
enjoyment, satisfaction, and challenge of the work itself — not by external pressures.
Hennessey and Amabile

To come up with new ideas, start with old ideas.
R. Schank

Creative-cognition: creativity arises from ordinary cognitive processes that are
part of the cognitive repertoire of every individual and therefore can be facilitated

through education



Levels of creativity

Elite,
Eminent,
Big C Creativity

Democratic,

Everyday,

little ¢ creativity




Trombone PVC tubes




Nounouraa, mourmoura or kazoo;

Nounoura
in action!




Multilateral Comenius Project
European Music Portfolio — A creative way into languages
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Keyword(s): handmade musical
instruments, creativity, sound

imitation, sound effects

1. Rhythmic vocalisation
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Language level: Basic
Music level: Basic

Time: 45
Space: typical classroom or arts and crafts laboratory

2. Singing

Paper Kazoo

3. Body percussion

Young leamers will... understand instructions in a foreign language; construct their own musical instruments; play music with the handmade kazoos; express their

4. Playing instruments

creativity and imagination

Standard procedure !

5. Dancing and moving

6. Exploring, improvising,
composing

A

7
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7. Listening to music

1. Collect all the requested tods and materials

8. Painting, writing,
reading music

2. Roll 2-3 paper sheets lengthways in order to create a tube. Secure the tube in place by using the rubber bands or by gluing the paper with the glue stick.
3. With the pair of scissors, make two cuts to create a rhomb-shape hole.
4. Cut a piece from the plastic bag and cover one end of the paper tube. Secure the plastic with a rubber band ensuringitis not too tight or loose.

9. Using ICT

5. Your kazoo is ready and you can use it in many different and creative ways! The following info explains how to play your kazoo.

10. Conducting - teaching
music

Nylon Put your lips and hum in| here (do not blow!) The extra air . )

membrane is comes out 1. Hold your kazoo and place the hole in the middle of the kazoo in mouth.

in here \ here. Do not 2. HUMinto the kazoo; do not blow into it! Blowing with the lips closed around the mouthpiece of the kazoo

Do not " /N‘x". thisend | will not make sound - you must vibrate air from your lungs by humming into the instrument in order for the

block 1t! - - hole kazoo to make any sound. At first, try to make familiar sounds such as “who” or “two” into the kazoo.
p— Increased airflow and harder blowing will result in a more effective and authoritative sound.

! The teacher does the instruction in the targeted language.

© 2011 European Music Portfolio

A creative way into languages (www.emportfolio.eu)







ubstitute something

E liminate sor

everse or Rearrange it

nething

ategory:Creativity Techniques - Mycoted - Mozilla Firefox

B[R]

File

Edit

View

History

Bookmarks  Tools  Help

< JaK... DAvunnrz‘nvu...lDvolpmscount IDvolpD\scaur\t IMGoog\eMaH- IEHotmaﬂ(l)-...I':lGIar\r\H’udarl I-:lGoog\e-Erge I P-L Samipl.. I@category...x > + -

()| B I @ v mycoted.com/Category iCreativicy_Technigues

- c] | 285 @ ~ creativity techniques wik ;‘] ||

Pages in category "Creativity Techniques'
The following 192 pages are in this category, out of 192 total

7 F cont. P cont.

= 7 Step Model = Fishbone Diagram = Progressive Hurdles

A = Five W and H = Progressive Revelation

= Flow charts = Provocation

= ADA = Focus Groups Q

« ARIZ = Focusing

= Adaptive Reasoning » Force-Field Analysis = O-Sont

= Advantages, Limitations and Unique Qualities = Force-Fit Game = Quality Circles

= Algarithrm of Inventive Problem Solving = Free Assaciation R

= Alternative Scenarios = Fresh e

ye

+ Analogies = Random Stimuli

- Ananymous Vating G = Rawlinson Brainstorming
= Assumption Busting = Gallery method = Receptivity to deas

» Assumption Surfacing = Gap Analysis = Reciprocal Model

= Attribute Listing = Goal Orientation = Relraming Values

» Gretings Cards = Relational Words
B = Relaxation
= Backwards Forwards Flanning H = Reversals
Ea i Heln-Hindar

m&m. H@zr vHE.‘. H

BoleSiarminn
copernic %_, EAAVLER A S RUTEL

www.mycoted.com/Category:Creativity Techniques



Sub5’titute something

Cerl:linr:'- it with something else

A-:Ia pt something to it

M odify or Magnify it

PI.JT. it to some other use

E liminate something

R everse or Rearrange it







Decorate your kazoos with stickers, ibbons, markers and so on, in order to fransform them into artworks!

Walking around the room, whilst humming, singing and moving.

Singing and moving in separate groups.

Speaking or singing as a sdoist, while the class hums the melody.

Moving without singing again, while representing text and/or melody in mind.

Ask students to experiment on how to construct variations of the basic model by asking questions such as “What other materials can you
use instead of paper, rubber bands and nylon bag for creating a kazoo?",  What other shapes and sizes can you use for your kazoo?”’,

“What anracenriae ran unit add tn uniir kaznn in arder in alter ite ennind?"

Materials: paper sheets
A4, a pair of scissors,
freezer bag or thin wax
paper, rubber bands, glue
stick (optional), marker
pens, stickers etc. for
decoration (optional)

Optional procedures

Decorate your kazoos with stickers, ribbons, markers and so on, in order to transform them into artworks!

Walking around the room, whilst humming, singing and moving.

Singing and moving in separate groups.

Speaking or singing as a sdoist, while the class hums the melody.

Moving without singing again, while representing text and/or melody in mind.

Ask students to experiment on how to construct variations of the basic model by asking questions such as “What other materials can you
use instead of paper, rubber bands and nylon bag for creating a kazoo?", “ What other shapes and sizes can you use for your kazoo?”,
“What accessories can you add to your kazoo in order to alter its sound?’

Ask students to write instructions about the construction of the paper kazoo in their mother tongue.

IR CIAERGTELEIEEIGIIIN Ask students to write down the sounds that they can produce/imitate with their handmade paper kazoos.
Students can produce/create/imitate sounds with their handmade paper kazoos. For instance, they can imitate sound of insects and
animals (such as bees or mosquitos), machines (e.g. a sports car or a fire truck/police car siren), musical instruments {e.g. an electric
SUERI I ICEN guitar, a trumpet) and the list goes on.
T aCEnTEEEIGILEE Students can create a kazoo orchestra and play their favourite music. For instance, students can hum into their kazoos the Pink Panther

melody, while whilst they walk in the unique way of the cartoon-hero. They can also hold the kazoo with their left hand while they snap the
fingers of their right hands.

Optional procedures

© 2011 European Music Portfolio — A creative way into languages (www.emportfolio.eu)
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Thank you!

| am looking forward to your comments, questions, objections...
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Panagiotis Kampylis, Ph.D.
pankabilis@gmail.com
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